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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Doubtine. 
BY MRs. M. B. SLEIGHT. 
Dear Lord, my faith is faint, 
Thy hand I cannot see, 


The very sky is as a vail, 
That hides thy face from me. 


I cannot trace on high, 
The heaven I know is there, 
I cannot see my Father’s house 
Across the fields of air, 


My weak, foreboding thoughts 
Shut all thy glory out, 
Till half they win my faithless heart 
Thy loving care to doubt. 


And yet—without thy will, 
Not e’en the sparrows fall, 
Above the clouds the sun shines still, 
And thou art over all. 


ro 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
The “ Swift’? Hearer. 


BY JAMES H. KELLOGG. 
A GOOD listener is an important feature 
in every useful assemblage. A swift 
hearer, such as the Scriptures commend, is 
better. Such an one I havejust parted from 
in one of the thriving towns of the com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. Our brother’s 
faculty goes beyond the standard of a ready 
appreciation, and, in its influence, amounts 
almost to an inspiration, tosuch as converse 
withhim. He isall attention to your words, 
however common place, from the start, and, 
when some point may have been alluded to 
in which he feels particularly interested, 
or some illustration cited of especial force, 
he fairly ‘‘jumps”’ with delight. No item 
of intelligence, in his special field as super- 
intendent, escapes his notice. No means 
of information open to his use fails of ap- 
propriation. At conventions he sits with 
both ears open, and his work afterwards 
shows that what was said did not pass ‘in 
at one ear and out at the other.” His Sun- 
day-school rooms and appliances, his flou- 
rishing classes and interested teachers, the 
liberal spirit of the congregation, and the 
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air of thrift and vigor which pervades the 
enterprise he conducts, give evidence that 
he has not heard in vain. 

In business life, the man of quick atten- 
tion to whatever concerns his occupation, 
one who patiently and readily hears and 
carefully weighs the meaning of the know- 
ledge he obtains, and applies it to his inte- 
rests, has already gained a strong point in 
the march toward success. To be, likea 
sponge, a mere absorbent, is certainly a 
most unworthy ambition. It were better, 
though, than mere inaction or paltry indif- 
ference. But to combine the receptive fa- 
culty with solid reflection and application 
realizes asure improvement and advantage. 
It cannot be denied that, in the midst of 
our multiplied conventions, institutes, and 
meetings of various sorts, there has been by 
far too much of superficial hearing. Possi- 
bly the fault, in some cases, has been rather 
in overburdened programmes and hasty 
utterances, than in indifference on the part 
of auditors. Certain it is that there has 
been too little permanent remembrance, 
and in other cases, too much of verbal ra- 
ther than rational memory. It would seem 
that nothing short of a well matured habit 
of hearing can secure the highest benefit. 
Attention, from interest as well as duty, to 
whatever lies in the sphere of Christian 
instruction, must be the main-spring of 
such a habit. And this attention will only 
be realized when the heart of the Sunday- 
school worker is deeply imbued with the 
love of Christ and of souls, and has some 
true perception of the glory of the gospel 
scheme of salvation. 

We are to be ‘‘ doers of the Word and not 
hearers only,’ it is true, but the injunction 
to be ‘‘swift to hear’’ bears with peculiar 
force upon Christian workmen in these 
days of abundant privilege, of grand oppor- 
tunities, and heavy responsibility. We 
need, by the aid of every useful appliance, 
to be ‘‘ thoroughly furnished’’ to all good 
works, 
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The Messenger Doves. 


UDUBON, in one of his works, tells us 

of a pirate who used to bea terror to 
merchantmen among the Florida Keys, 
who was brought to repentance in a very 
wonderful manner. Ata place on a certain 
key, where wells had been dug in the burn- 
ing, shelly sands, the little birds came 
down to drink. About the spot the pirate 
always heard the low and plaintive notes of 








the Zenaida dove, and so touching was its 
voice, that it melted his hardened heart. 
He would linger about the spot with a 
wretchedness and remorse that none but a 
guilty soul can realize, and every note of 
those sweet doves was a quivering arrow 
in his heart. Then came dark and fearful 
forebodings of what the end must be, asso- 
ciated, as he was, with a band of such des- 
perate comrades in crime. As often as he 
came to the spot was the struggle repeated, 
until these gentle teachers alone so wrought 
upon his heart, that he made his escape 
from the vessel and found his way back to 
his forsaken home, a sincere and humble 
penitent. 

How boundless are our Father’s resources. 
How easy for him to commission even a 
bird of the air, to do his bidding. Need we 
ever despair of the conversion of any one, 
however hardened, and however unfavor- 
ing their surroundings, when we look upon 
such instances as this? 

Let us learn from it also, to cherish the 
faintest whispers of good that come to our 
souls, however humble the messenger. It 
is the voice of God still, though it speak to 
usin the tempest, the leaf, or the creeping 


worm. LoIs. 
a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
DIG DEEP. 


HY are there so many superficial 
Christians? So many whom, in the 
judgment of charity, we conclude are Chris- 
tians, who yet seem to be superficial in 
many things? They attend orf Sabbath 
worship, they come to the Lord’s supper, 
but in their habits of life they seem tw be 
much more conformed to the world than to 
Christ. Talk with them of the doctrines of 
our faith, and their knowledge is very 
limited. They seem to have no intelligent 
ideas concerning the great subject of re- 
demption. And they seem not to feel their 
own shortcomings, nor the worth of human 
souls. Indeed, there seems to be but little, 
if any, inward disturbance on account of 
remaining sin. If there isa battle going on 
in their hearts between sin and grace, there 
is nothing outward to indicate it. Indeed, 
their tastes are so conformed to the world 
that a stranger, who did not see them go to 
the Lord’s table, would not mistrust that 
they belonged to God’s people. 

Why is this? Why are there so many 
surface Christians? I think our Lord’s pa- 
rable of the ‘‘ Two Builders’ answers this. 
To have the building on a good foundation, 
he teaches us that it is necessary to ‘‘ dig 
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deep.’’ Such professors have not done this. 
If we would be earnest Christians, spiritu- 
ally minded, we must begin by digging 
deep. We must dig deep down, below all 
our wrong ideas of life, and below all our 
wrong habits of life. Below our pride, 
which must learn to feel its nothingness 
before God. Below our good works, or 
what we have been accustomed to regard as 
good works. Below our self-righteousness, 
so as to feel our utter destitution, and that 
‘* all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”’ 
Below our follies and sins, below all which 
has before been our dependence, below all 
in which we have gloried, or taken pride; 
deep down must we dig, below all the rub- 
bish, till we find the Rock, Christ. Build- 
ing thus and there, the building will be 
firmly founded, and will endure. And they 
who build thus will not be easily turned by 
‘‘every wind of doctrine,”’ or the flatteries 
of the world, or any other influences,—be- 
cause they are built upon a Rock. 
EFFNER Bonp. 
SO eo 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
CRAPE ON THE DOOR. 
BY M. E, M. 


ib is a sunny summer morning, and we 
are walking down a quiet, grass-grown 
street in the suburbs of the town. Before 
us sparkles the river, sunbeams glancing 
on its blue expanse, and white sails gleam- 
ing like wings along its quiet waves. 

We come to a house, with “home’”’ written 
all over it. The little garden aboutitis gay 
with flowers. The myrtle trees in front are 
a mass of pink and purple bloom. Its 
broad, old-fashioned veranda, vine-draped, 
is just the place fora family to gather in, 
at morning or evening. But nobody is sit- 
ting there now. The door is ajar, but the 
shutters are drawn in and looped with 
black, and the door-bell is hung with the 
fluttering emblems of grief, the dense crape 
and the snow-white ribbons telling to the 
most careless passer their story of the sor- 
row within. 

‘There is no flock, however watched and tended, 

But one dead lamb is there! 


There is no household, howsoe’er defended, 
But hath one vacant chair!” 


This home is bereft. The baby is dead. 
Inside of that darkened house an angel 
went last night, and he bore away a pre- 
cious treasure! You ean see, alas! have 
you not often seen, my friend, the little 
brow so smooth, the golden hair so silken, 
the waxen hands so cold, the rosebud 
mouth, pale now, and so still! Father, 
mother, sister, brotherare weeping together, 
the silence stabbing their hearts. Yester- 
day the baby pervaded the house. To-day 
he is not, for God has taken him. To-mor- 
row, a great many to-morrows, will be 
lonely and dark, and tears will fall like rain 
for the little one in heaven. 

After a while, though, there will come 
comfort. How like a benison will the 
thought of that one, safe forever, be to pa- 
rental hearts, when care, and perhaps sin, 
write dark, deep traces on the brows of the 
othr children. 








| 


| 





grown up, and occupied with life’s duties 
and ambitions, the thought that there is 
yet a child in heaven will be precious. So, 
all our reflections are not sad when we pass 
by the house that has ‘‘crape on the door.”’ 


mo 
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The Bethel Flag. 


T was the custom of 3 pious captain, 

in whatever port he sailed, to raise his 
Bethel flag, and enter the harbor with his 
colors flying. He said it served two pur- 
poses. It caused the ungodly captains to 
give him a wide berth, and he did not mind 
that they sneered as they sheered off, say- 
ing, ‘‘He is a Methodist.’’ He was not 
ashamed of his colors. But those who loved 
the Commander, under whom he sailed, 
would flock around him, and give hima 
warm welcome. 

Have all Christians from our churches 


| carried their Bethel flag in sight in their 


journeyings this season? Or have they 
left it a matter of doubt under what colors 
they were voyaging ? 

There was never any doubt to which side 
Harlan Page belonged, whether he was on 
a journey, or among friends at home. His 
conversation was always profitable, always 
seasoned with gospel salt. The precious- 
ness of souls was ever present to his mind, 
and every person he met, he looked upon 
as bound to immortal joy or woe. More 
than a hundred ransomed ones can bear 
witness to the power of his faithful words. 
Probably he did no more than any 
earnest worker in the Lord’s harvest-field 
can do; but no one who is ashamed of his 
Bethel flag will receive such honor from 
the Master. The traveller who joins in the 
laugh at the skeptic’s story, told at the ex- 
pense of the religion of Jesus, will have no 
influence for good over the souls of others. 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


jungles and deserts, exposing themselves to 


death in a hundred forms, that they may 
bring home as trophies a few chests of the 
skins of rare wild beasts. 

But there are grander trophies than these, 
of which the world takes little note. When 
John Williams, the martyr missionary, re- 
turned to his home at Raiatea, from a se- 
cond visit to what was once a cannibal 
island, he bore at his mast-head the idols of 
the place, as a trophy of victory. Whata 
volume those trophies spoke. To what a 
triumph of grace they bore their testimony, 
A whole island had cast away their idols, 
and were eagerly groping after, and listen- 
ing to, the teachings of the only true God. 

Every sinner brought into the kingdom 
isa trophy, more precious than the spoils 
of a conquered world. Only a narrow cir- 
cle here may rejoice at the victory, but 
‘there is joy in heaven !” 

So, too, when we conquer the tempter in 
our own hearts, we win for ourselves a 
trophy better than his ‘‘who taketh a 
city.” 

What a glorious thought it is, that the 
little street-child we lead into the Sabbath-. 
school, may, if we are faithful, be brought 
to shine forever likeastarin the blue of 
heaven. Oh, this is a trophy the humblest 
follower of Jesus may secure. How blessed 
is that teacher who has a coronet set full of 
these shining gems to lay at her Saviour’s 
feet. J. E. L. 
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TIMOTHY. 


BOUT A. D. 50 there dwelt in Lystra, 
a city of Lycaonia, a Jewess named 
Lois, with her daughter Eunice, and the 
son of the latter, Timothy, afterward the 
beloved friend and companion of the Apos- 
tle Paul. In the course of their first apos- 


The one who takes the evening Sabbath | tolic journey among the Gentiles, Paul and 
train to hasten him on his journey, will not | Barnabas came to Lystra, where they 
be the man to inspire confidence in his | preached the gospel for some time, and al- 


Christian profession. 


though assailed by persecution, they met 


Into whatever port we go, let us never | with considerable success. The father of 


forget our Bethel flag. It will keep us out 
of many temptations from ungodly associ- 
ates, and gather about us a company of 


| 


those who love the Lord, and who will be | 


encouraged and stimulated by our example 
also to confess Christ before men. A ep ie 
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Trophies of Victory. 


ie is customary for those who have re- 
turned from successful enterprises to 
bring back with them trophies of their 
achievements. 

The great conqueror returns to his domi- 
nions with a long retinue of conquered no- 
bles and captured spoils in his train. The 
ferocious Tamerlane, as his trophy of vic- 
tory, caused a pyramid of seventy thousand 
human heads to be erected, the faces out- 
ward, that he might feast his savage eyes 
on the ghastly vision of his vanquished 
enemies. 

The nation delights to honor those fa- 


And when they are all! mous hunters who have gone into tropical 





Timothy was a Gentile, and at the time of 
Paul’s visit was dead, as is supposed, and 
Timothy was probably the only child. He 
had been brought up in the fear of God, and 
carefully instructed in the precepts of the 
Jewish religion by means of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

This lovely youth drank into the apostle’s 
spirit, and became a thorough convert to 
the Christian faith. A very tener inti- 
macy was formed between St. Paul and 
him. The second time Paul visited Lystra, 
on his way from Antioch in Syria, Timothy 
had become a member of the church, and 
was so highly reputed and warmly recom- 
mended there, that St. Paul took him as 
his companion in his travels. Timothy 
had a special call to the work of an evan- 
gelist, as the elders of the church at Lystra 
set him solemnly apart to the work by the 


‘imposition of hands, and they were led to 


this by several prophetic declarations rela- 
tive to him, by which his Divine call was 
most clearly ascertained. ‘Timothy accom- 
panied Paul and Silas on their visit to the 
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churches of Phrygia, delivering to them the 
decrees of the apostles and elders at Jerus:- 
lem. He accompanied Paul in his travels 
as his assistant, and from the time he first 
joined the apostle, never left him except 
when sent by him on some special errand. 
He was so beloved by the disciples that in 
the inscription of several of the letters 
which Paul wrote to the churches he in- 
serted the name of Timothy, to show that 
their doctrine or belief was the same. St. 
Paul showed his affection for Timothy still 
more markedly by writing to him those 
excellent letters which bear his name. 

Blessed youth! To be thus brought into 
intimate fellowship with that great servant 
of God. To be his beloved friend and con:- 
panion during tle great trials, difficultie , 
and persecutions which encompassed the 
apostle. Timothy was abouteighteen years 
of age when he became Paul’s assistant. 
Th@ apostle addresses him as his dearly be- 
loved son, and speaks of his unfeigned faith, 
as well as of that of his grandmother and 
mother. Lois and Eunice are both Gr- 
cian names, and we are led to conclude that 
although Timothy’s mother was a Jewes:, 
according to St. Luke, yet she was a Gre- 
cian by birth. 

It appears that the grandmother Lois was 
the first convert to Christianity, she in- 
structing her daughter, and that both 
brought up Timothy in the Christian faith ; 


thus the youth had a general knowledge of 


it before he met with St. Paul at Lystra. 
There the apostle was the instrument o! 
the conversion of his heart :o0 God. Timo- 
thy received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
St. Paul writes to him, ‘‘ Continue thou in 
the things which thou hast learned, aid 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a 
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto sal- 
vation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.”? 2 Tim. 3: 14, 15. 

It is affecting to read in Paul’s second 
epistle to Timothy his last instructions, at 
the close of the epistle; for St. Paul was 
now about to be martyred. What highand 
noble characters are presented to our view 
in Paul and Timothy—the former always 
the greater light, and Timothy ever drink- 
ing from the fountain of inspiration which 
Paul supplied. The love of Paul for Timo- 
thy was that of a father for an only and 
dearly beloved son, and we have reason to 
believe that Timothy fully returned his af- 
fection. 

What pangs of anguish and tortured feel- 
ing must Timothy have felt when he be- 
came acquainted with the fact that his be- 
loved friend and teacher had suffered the 
agonies of death! But he had this great 
consolation in St. Paul’s own words: ‘‘ For 
I am now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me, at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing.” 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
WORDS IN SEASON, 


YOUNG lady who was a devoted 
Christian, and who was wise in win- 
ning souls, spent a little season in the fa- 
mily of a friend, who was also a Christian. 
During her visit, twenty young ladies were 
at one time invited to spend the afternoon 
with her. On this occasion the young lady 
sought an opportunity to speak with each 
one on the subject of personal religion. So 
earnestly, so tenderly did she urge them to 
make no delay in giving themselves to 
Christ, that every one went from the house 
deeply impressed with the duty of imme- 
diate submission to God. The impressions 
of that afternoon were not effaced. Every 
one of that little company sought and found 
the Saviour, and from that faithful inter- 
view a revival of great power originated. 
A word spoken in due season, how good 
is it! Ni. i. Ee 
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HE Scriptural philosophy of Christian 

experience is very beautiful. If you 
would either excite, or test the presence of, 
any emotion in the heart, you must bring 
before the understanding the truth, which 
tends to excite or call forth that emotion. 
You can never, by mere act of your own 
will, call these emotions into play. Just as 
when you would have me love your friend, 
and when, out of regard to you, I wish to 
do it; yet I cannot, at your bidding, love 
whom you love. But you tell me of his 
many noble qualities, and recite the story 
of his generous and noble deeds, and while 
I listen to these truths, my heart warms in 
unison with yours, toward your friend. So, 
while the gospel religion is a religion of the 
heart, and lays all stress on the affections, 
it never assumes that sinners, by a mere 
volition, can make themselves love Christ, 
and the Spirit, and the Father. But it tells 
you the wonderful story of Christ’s gene- 
rous acts, and the Spirit’s kind movings, 
and of the Father’s yearning compassion, 
that, as you listen, the affections of love 
shall be awakened in the heart.— Robinson. 
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Your Hour of Prayer. 


HOME-BOUND vessel was overtaken 
4% by a terrible storm. She was so se- 
verely injured that little hope of safety was 
left. All hands were employed at the 
pumps, but the water gained on them slowly 
and surely. The captain bade them prepare 
for the worst, which must soon come upon 
them. The mate was a wild, careless young 
man, but now he was effectually sobered. 
He was walking the deck with an anxious 
brow, every few moments taking out his 
watch and examining the t'me of day. 

‘‘We are lost,’’ said the captain to him; 
‘the vessel can’t live much longer in such 
a gale.” 

But still the young man paid little heed 
to him, examining his watch the oftener 
and more anxiously. At last he gave a 
glad shout as he cried, 

‘* We are safe! We cannot now be lost!”’ 
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On being asked the reason for his unac- 
countable behaviour, he replied, with en- 
thusiasm, 

‘““It is my father’s hour of prayer. He is 
praying to God now for me. The vessel 
can never sink while my father’s prayers 
are going up to heaven.” 

The despairing crew caught fresh courage 
from his words, and redoubled their efforts, 
and so were able to keep afloat until the 
storm went down, when they made sail snd 
came into port. 

There are many perishing sons and 
daughters on life’s ocean who might be 
saved by a parent’s faithful prayers and ex- 
ample. The memory of a father’s or a mo- 
ther’s hour of prayer has a spell over many 
a reckless youth, drawing them back from 
the brink of the pit. 

‘‘T know what is the matter,” said a 
young man toa friend, who complained of 
the dullness of a dancing party. ‘‘ My mo- 
ther is at home yonder, praying for me.” 


Those prayers drew down the influences 
of God’s Spirit upon the thoughtless assem- 
bly, and turned the place of mirth intoa 
scene of anxious inquiry about the way of 
salvation. 

Do your children know and respect your 
hour of prayer? Will they remember it, 
and long for the moment to come in their 
hours of stormy trouble? Have they such 
faith in your godly life, that they feel God 
will not fail to answer your prayers in their 
behalf? a. Ee 

ne ee 

FOLLOWING Up ABSENTEES —A Sunday- 
school in New London, Connecticut—as 
reported in the Congregationalist—has this 
system of following up absent scholars: 
The Secretary takes, note of each absent 
scholar and hands his name to the Super- 
intendent. On Mcnday, if the cause of ab- 
sence is not known, the Superintendent 
fills out a printed card and sends it to the 
teacher, who then looks up and reports on 
the case. 


These cards are printed as follows: (the 
words in italics being the supposed filling 
in of the blanks ina particular case—for 
illustration.) On one side: 


SECONDSTREETSABBATH-SCHOOL. 
Miss J. Woodburn’s CLASS. 
Charles Brim : 


has been absent three Sabbaths. 
Nov. 9th, 1868. 


On the other side: 


The teacher is requested to ascertain the 
reason of absence (by visting the scholars, 
if possible,) and return the card nex: Sab- 
bath. 

REASON: 

He has gone from town on a visit. 

probably return soon. 


or 2 


‘‘A MAN that is praying,’’ said Bernard, 
‘*should behave himself as if he were en- 
tering into the court of heaven, where he 
sees the Lord upon his throne, surrounded 
with ten thousand of his angels and saints 


Will 





ministering to him.” 
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LESSON No. 34. 
(For Sunday, August 22, 1869.) 


Three Prayers—-Importunate, Proud, 
Penitent.—LvuKE 18: 1-14. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 1. He spake a parable—Having just before 
painted the trials of the Last Time, Jesus fitly adds 
a@ lesson of Perseverance in Prayer. Unto them— 
Disciples, chapter 17, verse 22, To this end—This 
and the following parable themselves point out 
their morals. That men—Not praying men only, but 
allmen;: for habitual prayer is a universal duty— 
ought always to pray—which is explained by the 
limiting clause, and not to faint. The always is more 
than regularly—it is unceasingly, and, to the end. 
This can only be, and this can be, by dwelling in 
an atmosphere of holy desire. ‘Thy desire is itself 
thy prayer, and if the desire be continuous, conti- 
nuous is the prayer. Coldness of love is the silence 
of the heart; the fervency of love is the heart’s 
cry.”—Augustine, Not to faint—Limits to pray as to 
quality, as always does as to endurance. The prayer 
should be one whose fullness of faith leaves no 
room in the heart for the faintness of doubt or fear. 
In other words: Men should never pray with a 
faint heart! Nor will they, while they believe; but 
when Faith looses its hold upon them, they are 
straightway seized by faintness. 

2. A Judge—Josephus has seven judges for every 
city, to each of whom two officers from the tribe of 
Levi were allotted. His estimate of the judicial 
character brings out the monstrous baseness of 
this judge, and is worthy of itself to be pondered by 
this generation: “It is not fit that causes should be 
openly determined out of regard to gain, or to the 
dignity of the suitors, but that the judges should 
esteem what is right before all other things; other- 
wise, God will by that means be despised, and es- 
teemed inferior to those the dread of whose power 
has occasioned the unjust sentence: for justice is 
the power of God. He, therefore, that gratifies those 
in great dignity, supposes them more potent than 
God Himself.” See, also, Deuteronomy 1: 16, 17. 
Which feared not God—Although Moses had said: 
“The judgment is God’s;”’ and it was part of the 
law for judges established by Jehoshaphat: “ Let 
the fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed and do 
it.’—2d Chronicles 19: 5-7. Neither regarded man— 
Not in the lawful sense, (Deuteronomy 1: 17,) ‘“ Ye 
shall not be afraid of the face of man;” he had no 
respect for man’s rights, and no regard for his opi- 
nion, good or ill. This is perhaps a proverb for 
the utmost lack of principle; but the conjunction 
is natural, almost necessary; a godless judge is the 
tyrant’s tool, but a God-fearing judiciary is the bul- 
wark of humanrights. Woe is the land that trusts 
its liberties to such rulers as this Unjust Judge, 

3. A widow—Always the ideal of desolation and 
helplessness, but especially so in the East. The 
Mosaic code made no legal provision for their 
maintenance; they were left dependent upon the 
affection of relatives, especially of the eldest son. 
But they had a share with the Levites and others 
in the triennial charity tithe, Deuteronomy 14: 29; 
in the gleaning of the field, the olive orchard and 
the vineyard; and, in the joyous free will offering 
of the feast of weeks, “the stranger, the fatherless 
and the widow,’’ were to be remembered. Besides, 
there were many safeguards in form of appeals to 
the honor, conscience and heart of the people. He 
who needed any urging or other inducement to 
protect a widow in her rights, was a wretch indeed. 
Thus our Lord makes out, as was His design, the 
very strongest possible case of one unlikely to re- 
gard the plea of the poor and oppressed. The Wi- 
dow well symbolizes the Church in distress. See 
Samuel 1: 1, and Isaiah 54: 4. In that city—We!! 





{*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvani 
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known to him, therefore, and in his jurisdiction. 
Avenge me of—Give me satisfaction for. Adversary 
My opponent at law. It is indeed true,as Trench 
says: ‘And this isthe same petition that we make 
daily, when we say, ‘Deliver us from evil,’ or ra- 
ther, ‘from the Evil One,’”’ but it is not in place to 
represent by this woman the Church in the act of 
making this plea; for the prayer, ‘‘ Deliver us from 
evil,’ is made to the Heavenly Father, whom the 
Unjust Judge does not symbolize. If a spiritual 
significance must attach to all the parts of the para- 
ble, itis better to make it signify the Church in 
her efforts to obtain justice and protection against 
evil men (Satan’s agents) from civil governments, 
too often, alas! truly represented by the Unjust 
Judge. 


4. He would not for a while—Long enough to show 
that he had no will todo justice. He said within 
himself—His conduct had already spoken the blas- 
phemy; but his heart now uttersit. It was indeed 
a great depthof guilt when one could acknowledge 
to himself such baseness, and make it the ground 
of action. However, it need not be supposed that 
he framed his thought into words; like the fool 
who said “ No God!” (Psalm 14: 2,) hespoke “in 
his heart.’”’ Yet how many there are, whose hidden 
motives, if framed into speech, would read thus! 
Yes, and put into acts, doread thus. His motive 
was wholly selfish; he considered his own, not the 
widow’s comfort. 


5. Lest—The “trouble” had begun, but he 
saw that the woman’s spirit was such that it 
was not likely soon to end. By her continual com- 
ing—Literally, coming forever, or coming until the 
ending of the suit in her favor. Weary me, (Greek) 
—Smite me under the eye; hence, to annoy greatly. 
In the same way, our word annoy is denived, origi- 
nally signifying to hurt, to strike. 

6,7. Hear what the unjust judge saith, And shall not 
vod, &c.—There is no need to modify the character 
of this man, as though apology were required for 
the conjunction of such as he, with the Just God. 
The parable is not a COMPARISON, but a CONTRAST; 
it is not God’s likeness to the unjust judge that is 
brought out, but His unlikeness. And with this 
view Jesus presents the most exaggerated form of 
judicial unfaithfulness, in order tha® in the con- 
trast, God’s Faithfulness may appear the more dis- 
tinguished. In proportion as the points of this con- 
trast are brought clearly into view, will the pur- 
pose of the Lord’s teaching be made plain. It might 
be represented somewhat as follows: 


THE CONTRAST. 


1. A JUDGE, without re- 
gard for justice or 


1, JEHOVAH, Gop, the 
Holy, the Just, the 


law. Highest Expres- 
sion of Principle 
and Law. 


2. No regard for man. 

3. Unmoved by the wi- 
dow’s condition. 

4, He would not, had no 
will to give. 

5. Moved by the prospect 
only of continued 
importunity. 

6. Troubled by the plea. 


2. Merciful, Careful. 

3. Calling Himself the 
God of the Widow. 

4. ‘*More willing to give 
good things!” 

5. With the actual day 
and night cry al- 
ready before Him. 

6. Loving, and inviting 
and encouraging 


prayer. 
7. The petition presented 7. But to God by His 
him by one un- own elect, 


known and uncared 
for. 

8. The judge held out for 
but a little while. 


8. But God has already 
waited long, and 
His answer must 
soon come, 

9. But the Church’s 
Adversary is also 
God’s. 


9. The adversary was the * 
widow’s alone—“ my 
adversary.” 


Thus the contrast appears in the character of the 
Principals, in the circumstances and state of the 
Petitioners, and in the nature of the Plea. If the 
widow’s suit was granted by the unjust judge, how 
much more will the persevering cry of the Church 
and individual therein have answer from God! 
Though He bear long with them—Though he delay 
long before sending them aid. It is the weakness 
of the Church's and the Christian’s faith, the hold- 
ing fast to childish things (thus making necdfual 
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that “ bearing long” that is given the child,) which 
delays the full triumph of the Church over her Aq. 
versary. God’s delays should not therefore destroy 
our faith, but only develope our patience. He wij 
avenge, i. e., establish in her full rights and privi. 
leges, His own Church; this fact is made certain to 
us, although the time of its consummation is con. 
cealed; that we must leave with God, and should 
do it with meek and hopeful faith, meanwhile, 
bearing, as best we may, the trials with which, for 
wise ends, our Adversary is suffered to plague us, 
Therefore, let men with faith and hope pray always 
and not faint! ‘Unless a man believe that God 
preserveth those that are His, in a wonderful man- 
ner, as if He preserved sheep among wolves, he 
will be forever essaying to repel force by force, 
Hope alone, therefore, breeds of itself meekness ; 
because that, by bridling the headiness of the flesh, 
and allaying the heat thereof, it teaches equanimi- 
ty and patience to those that submit themselves 
unto God.’’—Calvin, on Psalm 37: 10. 

8. Itell you—Oh, fainting heart, here is a sure 
word of thy soul’s Burden-bearer, to rest thy weary 
spirit upon. He—who is Able; Will—who is willing 
to save all, and not willing that any perish ; Avenge 
—who hath said, ‘‘ Vengeance is Mine, I will re- 
pay ;” Them—His own children, bought to Himself 
by the blood of His own Son; Speedily—It indeed 
seems not so to us, who cry out of the depths: 
‘“*How long, O, Lord?” But look back, has it not 
been so? It will be so when you look back upon 
all the earth-life from the gates of Heaven. It is so 
to Him who dwells in an eternal Now, to whom a 
thousand years are but as yesterday. And in the 
degree that we by faith are made One with Him in 
Christ, will we, too, be lifted above the ages, and 
see with the patience and the prescience of the In- 
finite of Days. Speedily, too, to the Oppressor, to 
whom “the number of years is hidden,” (Job 15: 
20,) and who is ever overtaken suddenly. Specdily, 
too, to ourselves, for when the Lord thus cometh, 
He will come sooner than we expect Him: will He 
find faith—expectation? May God help all His 
own to be brave, patient, believing and ready! 
And that we may bide thus, let us remember that 
God’s delay is the Church’s swiftest advances; and 
that our own forced marches will only find us far- 
ther from the Adversary, or only nearer to his op- 
pression. “Watch and Pray.” “Wait on the Lord!” 
Instead of referring, the Sonof Man cometh, to the 
final coming of Christ, it seems better to refer it to 
those periods at which Christ has come, and shalt 
come in Providence to avenge His own elect; and 
thus the view of the question, shall he find faith on 
the earth? as given above, will follow. In this view 
the passage cannot be used to prove the almost 
universal lapse of faith just before the final coming 
of Christ. 

9, 10. He spake this parable—Not to the Pharisees, 
but to the disciples and others, who had great need 
also to “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” 
The spirit against which this parable is directed, 
was one into which the disciples would be quite 
likely to fall, while listening to the Lord’s severe 
treatment of the Pharisees: ‘‘ Ah! we are free from 
that sin; and what sorry fellows these Pharisees 
are!” Thus they fell into Phariseeism by their 
pride of heart, at not being tainted with it, and by 
their contempt of those who were tainted. The two 
characters here are the same that we meet in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son, The Lesson of Humi- 
lity in prayer rightly follows the Lesson of Impor- 
tunity. If one may come to God with perseverance 
and boldness, there is yet need to remember the 
command that came to Moses out of the Burning 
Bush on Horeb, Exodus 38: 5: “ Put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou stand- 
est is holy ground.” Went up—The Temple stood 
upon Mount Moriah; but he went highest who 
went most humbly; it was not a spiritual up-going 
to the Pharisee. The Temple remained open for 
the private devotions of the faithful; an example 
which all Christian churches would do well to fol- 
low; for there is many a home where the soul can 
find no “closet,” and for the wayfarer and the 
stranger, what holier ground for secret prayer than 
the house of God? 

11, 12. Stood—The prevailing posture in prayer; 
the Publican also stood. We surely owe it to God 
and to ourselves to place our bodies in some accept- 
able attitude of devotion; standing and kneeling 
have abundant sanction in the Word and in Chris- 
tian practice, but on what principle ean siting De 




















defended for any others than those who, by reason 
of infirmity, are compelled, like good old Jacob, 
who “sat upon the bed,” Genesis 48: 2, and “ wor- 
shipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.’’—He- 
brews ll: 21. With himsel/—It was not an audible 
prayer, God, I thank Thee—So he says, indeed ; but 
the spirit of his prayer is, rather: Lord, Thou 
oughtest to thank Me! That Iam not—He does not 
gay: That I have not been made and kept. ‘“ By my 
own good will Iam what I am!” says the Pharisee. 
“ By the grace of God Iam what Iam,” said Paul. 
And, indeed, both of them said truly; for the Pha- 
risee showed plainly enough the clumsy religious 
handiwork of man. Other men—‘*He makes two 
¢lasses of men; into the one he throws the whole 
human race; the other and better class, consists, it 
seems, of himself alone.”’—Bengel. As thts publican 
—The climax of the contrast, in his mind; and so it 
was before God, but with reversed positions, the 
Pharisee’s first being God’s last, and his last being 
God’s first. And this is very often the difference 
between our estimate and God’s, of ourown and 
thers’ character and standing. J fast twice, &c.—He 
not only recites his superiority to other men, but 
also his superiority to the demands of the Law it- 
self; he actually thinks himself better than he 
need be! J fast twice in the week—On the 2d and 5th 
days, whereas, the Law requires but once in a year, 
on the great day of Atonement.—Leviticus 16: 29; 
Numbers 29: 7. I give tithes of all I possess—Although 
the law does not certainly require more than the 
tithe of the fruit of the field and the produce of the 
eattle,—Leviticus 27: 30. It is thus that he had 
hoped to make himself right before God. Without 
doubt these works showed much earnestness of re- 
ligious feeling ; that this was an honest and earnest 
soul, striving by its own powers to win God’s ap- 
proval. That he failed, was owing, not to lack of 
faithfulness to his system of Religion, but to the 
utter worthlessness of the system as a means of se- 
euring God’s favor, and great moral excellence. 

13, 14. Afar off—From the Great Altar, towards 
which the face was turned in prayer; his unwor- 
thy person he felt to be fitly placed when furthest 
from the holy of holies. Lift up his eyes—For often 
they prayed with up-turned face and out-spread 
hands. Smote—‘t Where the pain is, there the hand 
goes.”—Bengel. The whole attitude of the man is 
spoken of with evident approval, as being most be- 
coming this penitent’s stateof mind. Does not God 
also ask the body to worship Him? God—Thou 
Good One; oh, that I might call Thee mine! Be 
merciful—F or it is Thy Mercy alone that can reach 
me; I have no merit to commend me. Jo me— 
“Even me, also, my Father!” A sinner—Nay, the 
Sinner! (so the Greek.) I have sinned before Thee! 
Ihave sinned beyond all my fellows! Is there mer- 
ey, Lord for The Sinner—even me? JT tell you— 
Sweet words of Him who keeps the Seal of the Book 
of Life, and who knoweth them that are His! Jus- 
tified—Made just, righteous before God! Precious 
Righteousness of Christ by which the contrite, 
faithful soulis justified! Rather than—The mean- 
ing is that the Pharisee was not justified. ‘“ Before 
honor is humility.”—Solomon. ‘Lord, that publi- 
€an am I!’—Dying words of Grotius. Every one that 
exaiteth himse’f/, &c.—Golden words! they point out 
the only Gateway into God’s pardoning love. And 
they give to the Christian worker a rule of life that 
shall save him many a bitter experience, many an 
hour of despondency, many a sad failure, because 
of unnerved arm and heart, palsied by ungratified 
pride. “We are so apt to forget that ‘he that is 
down need fear no fall!’ The temptation to com- 
pare ourselves among ourselves, and measure our- 
Selves by ourselves, which is not wise, is great; and 
‘we, being weak, hold to it, and so make ourselves 
‘easy preys to the Enemy, when he bids us think 
more highly of ourselves than we ought. And the 
Word of the Lord stands sure: ‘Every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased !’"’—Ethel Gray. 

Or eo 
INstRuction not Lost.—Sir Philip Sid- 
ney asks, ‘‘ Who is it that ever was a scho- 
lar, that doth not carry away some verses 
which in his youth he learned, and even to 
‘old age serve him for hourly lessons ?”’ 
i oo —______ 
“Ir is good to be found doing now, that 
which we would be glad to be found doing 
hereafter—world without end.” 





THE SINGING, 


BY PROF, PHILIP PHILLIPS. 


| el the prospectus of a new magazine, 

called ‘‘The Singing People,’’ to be 
issued quarterly by Mr. Phillips, we find 
some excellent suggestions, which we pub- 
lish by permission of theauthor. Eachofthe 
four subjects noted below, will form a spe- 
cial department in the new journal, and be 
illustrated by original articles and new 
music. Congregational singing will be 
strongly advocated, Mr. Phillips giving 
worthy prominence in all his musical stu- 
dies and labors to the following statement 
of his views, which he is pleased to desig- 
nate a ‘‘ Musical Axiom,’’ namely: 

““If Sabbath-schools would use more of 
the standard hymns and tunes of the 
church, and the churches adopt the Sun- 
day-school mode of rendering their music, 
(which is universally congregational,) then 
would our Sunday-schools avoid light, 
meaningless hymns and tunes, and our 
churches attract the ‘Lambs of the flock,’ 
and all be taught to love and praise God 
together.” 


SINGING IN THE SANCTUARY. 

The first requisite is to provide books 
from which the people may be able to sing 
intelligently, purchasing such tune-books 
as contain the hymns of your own denomi- 
nation, among which the following are the 
best and most prominent: 

“New Hymn and Tune-Book,” Meth. Epis. Church. 
“Sabbath Hymn and Tune-Book,’’ N. 8S. Presbyt’n. 
“Hymnal,” Old School Presbyierian. 

“Plymouth Collection,’ Congregationalist. 
‘Baptist Collection,” Baptist. 

“Songs of the Church,” (with tunes,) Reform. Church. 

There should be at least one book for 
every two worshippers. 

Supply the congregation as freely as are 
our Sunday-schools with their books. 

Hold stated singing-meetings, for the 
purpose of rehearsing the hymns and tunes 
for the coming Sabbath, and for general 
improvement in singing. 

Urge ail the people to attend these meet- 
ings, and let the music be under the direc- 
tion of the chorister. 

By adhering to the above simple sugges- 
tions, congregational singing can be suc- 
cessfully introduced. 


SINGING IN THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


After a selection is made and order ob- 
served, let the superintendent or chorister 
announce some song, having direct refe- 
rence to the lesson of the day, or circum- 
stances of the occasion. 


Then lay everything else aside, and let 
all present engage heartily in singing the 
hymn. 

Never sing in Sunday-school for amuse- 
ment merely, but let the songs of praise 
and salvation, be not only instructive, but 
also full of gospel. Use more of the sub- 
stantial and standard hymns and tunes, 
such as we use in church, then sing them 
from the heart with promptness and lively 
animation. 

The right song, sung with the right spirit, 
at the right time, will have the right effect. 
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SINGING IN THE PRAYER-MEETING. 

After the opening exercises (which usu- 
ally consist of singing, reading the Scrip- 
tures, and prayer) let the singing assume 
moreof an impromptu style, but be of adeep- 
ly spiritual and prayerful character. Let the 
verse or hymn be wisely adapted to what- 
ever phase of Christian experience seems to 
pervade the meeting, and promptly sung 
instantly at the close of the prayer or re- 
marks. 

Be sure never to sing, unless you have 
something apropos, or feel that the singing 
will bless some heart. 

Should the meeting be dull, sing more 
frequently, but not too many verses, and 
never so often as to give the meeting more 
of a singing than a prayerful aspect. 

Every prayer-room should be well sup- 
plied with books.—'‘ Hallowed songs’ of 
the most spiritual and reviving character. 

Good spiritual singing, from the heart, 
will render a prayer-meeting attractive, in- 
teresting, and above all, profitable. 


Music IN THE HOME. 


Tf parents desire their children to love 
and remain contented at home, home must 
be made attractive and pleasant. What re- 
collection is more pleasing for us who are 
older, than to look back to the time we ga- 
thered round ‘‘ Father’s hearth,’’ and, with 
morning and evening devotions, mingled 
our songs of love, home and friends—or, on 
a quiet Sabbath eve, when the loved ones 
were gathered round the instrument of mu- 
sic, blending still closer together the har- 
monies of affection by the refining influen- 
ces of this ‘‘ Heaven-born art.’ 

No one thing will render the home more 
happy, than the cultivation of chaste, ele- 
vating music. A good piano or American 
organ, or both, if parents feel able, would 
prove a profitable investinent. With the 
influences of music, children are more easily 
governed, become more refined, and will 
grow up to bless and honor their parents in 
old age. 

= -O 

PREACHING TO CHILDREN.—Let no mi- 
nister refrain from this work under the im- 
pression that it will unfit him for preach- 
ing to adults. Such a fear betrays igno- 
ranece of the laws of mind. Preaching to 
children will be found to be one of the 
greatest helps to the formation of a simple 
and direct style of addressing adults. One 
of the most prominent educators in our 
land (who has been recently compared, by 
no mean authority, to Arnold of Rugby,) 
remarked to us a few years ago, that among 
the best aids he had to the discharge of his 
duties as professor, was the labor he per- 
formed in writing books for children. 
There was true philosophy in the saying.— 
The Methodist. 

Dr. THOLUCK, the celebrated German 
theologian, in one of his ablest sermons, 
said: ‘‘The Christian life is a glorified 
childhood.” 

No 

THE USE OF TRIALS.—‘‘It is better to 
be preserved in brine, than to rot in 
honey.’’—Flavel. 
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Attitude of the Mind in Prayer. 





UCH has been written upon the 
proper attitude to be observed in 
prayer. Churches are divided on this sub- 
ject, some contending for standing as the 
proper and Scriptural attitude, some for 
kneeling, some bowing the head, gome, 
like the orientals, lying prostrate. We do 
not propose to discuss this question, al- 
though we may say, in passing, that we by 
no means regard it as unimportant. But 
vastly more important than any question 
o* the attitude of the body in prayer is the 
question, what shall be our mental attitude? 
In no part of our Lord’s teachings is this 
point brought out into bolder relief than in 
the parable of the Pharisee and the Publi- 
can. 

The Pharisee here described is by no 
means an irreligious man. On the contrary, 
he is one whose modern representative 
would pass with the multitude for a model 
Christian. He is thoroughly orthodox, ex- 
emplary in all his dealings with his fellow 
men, is a praying man, a communicant, 
unusually strict in the duties of private de- 
votion, and liberal toa proverbin giving 
money to every scheme of religious benevo- 
lence. The mistake which he makes is, 
notin his doing these things, but in the 
estimate which he puts upon them, in his 
comparing himself with other men, instead 
of comparing himself and his doings with 
the requirements of God’s holy law. Our 
Lord would teach us that the man who has 
been an open profligate, if now repentant 
and humble, has a better prospect of God’s 
favor than the most scrupulous religionist 
who is puffed up with spiritual pride. It 
is not that a course of profligacy is in itself 
a good preparation for acceptable devotion, 
or that a life marked by religious and moral 
observances is in itself wrong and to be dis- 
couraged, but such is the infinite greatness 
of God’s righteous claims upon us, that after 
our very best efforts we must still feel that 
we are but unprofitable servants. 

Let us examine a single item only in the 
account which the Pharisee gave of himself. 
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He felt an unconcealed satisfaction in the 
amount of his donations to religious objects. 
The amount, undoubtedly, was large,—one- 
tenth of all that he possessed, or, according 
to the more exact meaning of the original, 
one-tenth ofall hisincome. Not his income 
after deducting his necessary expenses, but 
his gross income or receipts. It was a scale 
of liberality far beyond that ordinarily 
reached by Christian men in these days. 
Such a scale of giving adopted by the pro- 
fessing Christians of the United States 
would swell the coffers of the church to at 
least one hundred millions of dollars an- 
nually. Yet why should this man, why 
should any man, pride himself in giving to 
God a part, when. all we have is his? As 
well might Mr. Boutwell stand up in pre- 
sence of the people of the United States and 
felicitate himself that he was not like those 
thieves of the whiskey ring who had cheat- 
ed the government of its just dues; that, 
so far from that, he had actually bestowed 
upon government purposes one whole tenth 
of the entire revenues which had come into 


his possession ! 
The man who has property, so called, 


holds it simply as a steward. It is no more 
his, by absolute right, than are the reve- 
nues of the United States the property of 
the officer who administers them. Theonly 
difference is, the sovereign people require 
their steward tospend all his income in 
their service, while our heavenly Father 
requires of us for his service only a small 
portion of the estate which he permits us to 
manage. It isall his, of absolute right, but 
he graciously permits us to use nine-tenths 
of it, or more, for our own pleasure. To 
pride ourselves upon what we have given 
for the service of religion, or upon what we 
have done for Godin any way, is to mis- 
take utterly our true position as dependent 
creatures, who can give nothing, who can 
do nothing, except as he graciously aids 
This was the prime mistake of the 
Pharisee. He thought he was doing God 
service; he had no adequate conception of 
the extent of God’s claims upon him. 

As pride is that sin upon which our Lord 
has, more frequently than upon any other, 
placed the brand of his disapprobation, so 
humility is the grace which more frequently 
than any other called down his special 
favor and approval. No one can be proud, 
who does not practically ignore the charac- 
ter and existence of God, no one can prac- 
tically realize God’s existence and perfec- 
tions without being humbled. The man 
who stands up in the divine presence, and 
‘“‘T thank thee that I am not as the 


us, 


says, 
rest of mankind; I am nota thief, not a 
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drunkard, not a libertine; I have an utter 
abhorrence of such characters; I attend 
strictly to religious duties,’ shows by his 
very language that God is not in his 
thoughts. Though professing to worship 
God, he is really thinking of himself, and 
comparing himself with his fellow men, 
On the other hand, ‘‘ God be merciful to me 
a sinner,’’ is the language of one penetrated 
with a sense of the glorious majesty of God, 
This poor publican is not thinking how 
much better or worse than the pharisee he is, 
He thinks ofhimselfonly in comparison with 
infinite perfection, and when measured 
by that standard, he feels there is but one 
hope, he makes but one plea,—that of un- 
merited mercy. 

This is the true and only attitude of the 
mind in acceptable prayer,—a humbling 
sense of our own unworthiness, intensified 
by a realizing sense of the glorious perfec- 
tion and majesty of God. 

mm me 

AN EXPLANATION.—‘‘ HONOR TO WHOM 
Honor.’’—In the Report of the late Na- 
tional Sunday-School Convention is astate- 
ment that needs a word of explanation. 
The Rev. Edward Eggleston, of Illinois, 
who was chairman of the Business Com- 
mittee, and as such presented business to 
the Convention, is represented as ‘‘ submit- 
ting’’ a resolution in favor of the Interna- 
tional Normal College for the training of 
Sunday-school teachers. He ought rather 
to have been represented as submitting to 
the resolution, for he does not at all favor 
the project. He simply presented the mat- 
ter in the line of his official duty, and does 
not wish to be upon record as giving his 
“unqualified approval’? to it. The reso- 
lution in question places him upon a 
standing committee, who are ‘‘ directed to 
use such means to develope the interests of 
the enterprise as in their judgment shall 
be considered advisable.’’ The committee 
must have desired the wise counsels of our 
brother as a healthful counterpoise in their 
deliberations, and thus to have pressed his 
name into service. For our part, we think 
that they made a good selection, and did a 
wisething. We also know that at Feast one 
other prominent name on that committee is 
not in favor of the movement, regarding it 
as impractical. 

While we are on the subject of the Na- 
tional Convention, it occurs to us that it is 
only right to say a word in behalf of other 
brethren whose labors and foresight were 
vitally connected with the success of the 
gathering. Theadmirable programme, with 
its provision for sectional meetings, the se- 
curing of eminent speakers, and other mat- 
ters of detail in the preliminary arrange- 
ments, were largely due to the self-appoint- 
ed committee of Eastern brethren, with the 
Rev. J. H. Vincent at their head, who in 
the preliminary meetings of conference 
laid out the work suggestively which 
was afterwards carried to such a suc- 
cessful issue. Not a thought of invidious 
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comparison is in our mind in making this 
statement, which would not have been 
made if it were not that the Report has not 
a hint anywhere of those preliminary con- 
ference meetings. AJll the committees did 
well—the Local Committee, with Samuel 
W. Clark as its chairman, specially well. 
All are deserving of the lasting thanks and 
gratitudeof the causeatlarge. Itwasindeed 
an honorable thing to be in any way con- 
nected with this greatest of Sunday-school 
gatherings, from the worthy President down 
to the little pages who so faithfully waited 
upon the officers and members of the Con- 
vention. 


—_—+> 
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HALF-HOUR PREACHERS, 


Being Practical. 


A TEACHER was. once engaged witha 
class on a lesson from St. Luke con- 
cerning The Strait Gate, when this question 
was put to her: ‘‘Don’t you think it is 
wrong and unchristian for the various sects 
ofthe Protestant church to talk about one 
another as they do?”’ ‘‘As they do?’ re- 
peated the teacher slowly. ‘‘ You must de- 
fine sharper than that.’’ ‘‘ Weil, I mean 
tun down and ridicule each other. Each 





_ sect thinks its own right and every other 


wrong.”’ ‘‘ Individuals of each sect, I pre- 
sume you mean,”’ suggested the teacher. 
The boy answered, ‘‘ Yes, of course. I’ve 
heard Presbyterians speak of Methodists as 
shouting Methodists, and I’ve heard the 
Methodists call Baptists ‘water duckers,’ 
and the Baptists say the Episcopalians are 
next to. the Catholics. Now is there any 
Christianity in such talk, and aren’t there 
agood many more in the church who talk 
so and feel so, than there are of those who 
don’t??? The whole class listened atten- 
tively to the boy’s queries, put with the air 
of one who evidently thinks he has a strong 
case. The teacher saw all; took in the full 
import of the question and its bearings. 
Did she enter into an argument in defence 
of sects or of the Christian church? That 
was what he wanted, but that was not what 
he needed. She smiled kindly as she an- 
swered : ‘‘ How little difference appears in 
the questions of to-day and the questions of 
eighteen centuries ago. ‘Then said one 
unto him, Lord, are there few that be 
Saved ?’ To-day, one says to me, virtually, 
‘Since there are so many sinners in the 
church, are there not, after all, few that be 
saved?’ I take my answer to you from the 
lips of my Master: ‘Strive you to enter in 
at the strait gate.’’’ The intelligent glances 
from eye to eye, the deep blush of the an- 
swered inquirer, and the appreciative smiles 
that met the eyes of the teacher, assured her 
that not in vain had she remembered the 
words of the Lord Jesus. ‘‘ I know,” con- 
tinued she, ‘‘ that these sins of the church 
are constantly observed and used by the 
great adversary. They are sins. Those 
Who indulge in harsh judgments and un- 
Kind criticism, indulge in sin, and sin 
everywhere and under all circumstances or 
disguises is seen and hated by the Lord. 
You all know that Christians are not per- 
fect beings. They are liable to be tempted 
and to fall into sin. The sincerest Chris- 








tians are the readiest to acknowledge this 
sad fact. You may see the sins of God’s 
professed people every day. Let the sad 
sight bring from you no word of glorying 
but only a heartfelt prayer, ‘Lead me not 
into temptation, but deliver me from evil.’ 
And let this thought be impressed upon 
you, The Lord knows his own, and none of 
them shall be lost. Can any one suppose 
that there was a heart in the class that did 
not at that moment earnestly feel, ‘Oh that 
I knew that I am one of the Lord’s own!’”’ 


The earnest, successful teacher of the pre- 
sent day must be no mere visionary, ecstatic 
enthusiast. Visions are good sometimes. 
Eestacies are good in their way, probably, 
and enthusiasm is good alway. I wish we 
had more of it. But the half-hour preacher 
must be keenly practical. For example, in 
this same class, during the progress of this 
same lesson, the teacher took occasion to 
urge upon her class the duty of a daily read- 
ing of the Scriptures. Some of the pupils 
acknowledged that though they read a 
chapter or a few verses each day, they did 
not enjoy the Bible as much as some other 
books. One said flatly, ‘‘I don’t read it 
often, I would if it were not so dry and un- 
interesting;’”’ ‘‘Itis the first time I ever 
heard the stories of the Garden of Eden, of 
Abraham and Isaac, and Moses and Noah 
and Joseph, pronounced dry and uninte- 
resting,’ said the teacher, wonderingly. 
‘*Oh, we've read about them so often,’’ said 
some apologetically, but one persisted that 
he thought the characters of the Bible dry 
and the style uninteresting, and added that 
he liked exciting descriptions and romances. 
‘*T think,” said the teacher, ‘‘ that it will 
be a grand idea to set aside our lesson for 
next Sunday, and instead I will read to 
you some exciting stories of battles, and 
some romances from a valued book from 
which I often read with greatest interest. 
Meantime, please each of you before we 
meet, read carefully the book of Ruth and 
be prepared to give me your opinions of it.”’ 
‘“‘The book of Ruth! what, where is it ?’’ 
some asked. ‘‘ It isin the Old Testament,”’ 
answered the teacher. ‘‘ It is a very attrac- 
tive story.’’ She sat silent a few mo- 
ments, and her face grew strangely sad. 
The pupils looked inquiringly into her eyes 
and in response to their unspoken question 
she replied: ‘‘I am thinking if these verses 
have no interest for you t.-day, how it will 
be in that great and terrible day of the Lord, 
when on¢e the Master of the house has risen 
up and shut to the door, and ye begin to 
stand without and to knock at the door, 
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us, and he 
shall answer and say unto you, I know you 
not whence ye are.’’’ She paused and every 
eye looked down. She went on: ‘‘Then 
shall ye begin to say, ‘We have eaten and 
drunk in thy presence and thou hast taught 
in our streets. We went to Sunday-school 
and church xnd read the Bible, and learned 
the commandments, and the creed, and the 
catechism, and the summary of the Law. 
We are the children of good Christian pa- 
rents, the baptized children of the church; 
why Lord, open unto us.’ ”’ 

What speaking, soul glances those scho- 








lars exchanged as the teacher with tender 
reproachfulness uttered this practical ren- 
dering of the spirit that was in them, in 
words that they felt to be striking at the 
very root of the matter, and that at once 
enlisted their own conscience against them. 
They hung their heads, convicted. She 
went on: ‘‘ But heshall answer, ‘I tell you, 
I know you not whence ye are; depart from 
me all ye workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob 
(those dry old fellows) and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of God, and ye, yourselves, 
thrust out.’’’ She spoke with intense ear- 
nestness. ‘‘ Ah, my dear children, has all 
this no interest for you? Can it be that you 
who are first, in point of privileges, here, 
shall be last-in the kingdom of God?’’ Her 
golden moment had come. Now, while 
their hearts were tenderly solemnized, now, 
she must invoke the Spirit of the living 
God, and in his power must preach a gospel 
repentance. 

Pity the teacher who has only the one 
lesson laid up in the heart. The whole 
Word of God should be stored there, ready 
for use when come these keen, searching, 
trying questions. For I have found that 
only a ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord” will satisfy. 
Opinions of men, as teachers, ministers, or 
commentators, go but for little unless 
backed by an express, authoritative message 
from the great King whose ambassadors 
they are. Happy is the teacher who has 
learned to give the unobjectionable answer 
in such terms that it shall not only carry 
conviction with it, but shall also carry a 
personal argument and appeal to the in- 
quirer’s heart. Happy the teacher who 
while yet permitting and encouraging great 
liberty of inquiry shall yet know how to 
prevent unprofitable disputations, and shall 
have tact and skill to make all the refracted 
rays of truth again converge toward the 
focus.—‘' ETHEL GREy,’’ in The Central 
Christian Advocate. 


Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times, 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 


Young Men’s Christian Associations. 


BOSTON, August 5, 1869. 


ESSRS. EDITORS :—Your readers have 

already been advised of the holding of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association Con- 
vention, at Portland, Maine, and of some of 
the facts of that great gathering. A few addi- 
tional facts, and some thoughts suggested by 
them, will doubtless still be welcome. 

Twelve sessions of a religious organization— 
extending through a period of five days—and 
each session fully attended, while not an allu- 
sion is made, nor a feeling exhibited, that 
seems opposed to the most earnest.and warm- 
hearted Christian love, is certainly an event 
of no ordinary importance, and one well cal- 
culated to impress the public mind with the 
greatness of the work proposed to be done, 
and the unity of sentiment and oneness of pur- 
pose, of those who were assembled together to 
devise ways and means to do it. 

From Prince Edward Island on the 
East, to San Francisco on the West, delegates 
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were present, to the number of 773, who, with 
57 corresponding members, made an aggre- 
gate of 830 earnest, influential Christian men ; 
who, by conference and prayer, sought to ma- 
ture plans by which the young men of our 
land especially, might be reached by gospel 
influences and brought into the Sabbath- 
school and the ‘Church of the Living God.” 
One marked feature of the meetings was the 
spirit of devotion, which seemed to exert a 
controlling influence over all the proceedings. 
Prayer-meetings—well attended—were held 
every morning at 6 o’clock, and also for one- 
half hour preceding every session of the Con- 
vention. Open-air meetings were held every 
evening, while religious conversation and praise 
seemed naturally to form a part of the duty of 
every delegate. Facts were stated of absorb- 
ing interest, and among them, that the num- 
ber of Christian Associations in our land was 
about six hundred, exclusive of the British 
Provinces, with an active, working, paying 
membership of over forty-eight thousand. 
Property is owned by these Associations to 
the value of $1,750,000. Several of them occupy 
and own spacious and elegant buildings, from 
the rental of which—after securing ample ac- 
commodations for all associational purposes— 
all expenses will be paid, and then a good sur- 
plus left to be employed for missionary or 
other benevolent work. 

Courses of sermons have been preached ; 
series of lectures have been delivered; open- 
air and prayer-meetings held; mission Sun- 
day-schools organized; the poor, neglected 
and sick visited, and the needy aided, all over 
our land, by the members of these organiza- 
tions. One paid missionary has been employ- 
ed along the line of the Pacific Railroad, who 
brought “a goodly report’ of his field of la- 
bor and the results accomplished. The.pre- 
sent year, other paid missionaries are to be 
employed to labor in the South, and to endea- 
vor to resuscitate those Associations that be- 
came ‘‘demoralized’’ during the war—to orga- 
nize new ones, and to strive in every way to 
cultivate a spirit of harmony and love between 
those who have been separated and alienated 
by past political troubles and sectional divi- 
sions. 

The National Sabbath-School Convention, at 
Newark, New Jersey, and the International 
Convention of Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ations, at Portland, Maine, are two of the most 
important events of the present year. Com- 
merce may say, ‘“ Look at the completion of 
the Pacific Railroad!’ Boston may say, 
‘““Look at the Peace Jubilee.’ Politicians 
may exclaim, ‘The fourth of March and the 
inauguration of a new President.’’ These are 
all important events, and may have a wide in- 
fluence in determining the future political 
and commercial greatness of our country ; but 
‘‘as the heavens are higher than the earth,”’ 
so do efforts to win men to Christ and holiness, 
and thus secure to them eternal blessedness, 
exceed in importance, material progress and 
political changes. Thoughtful men—those of 
intelligence, of wealth, of social position and 
mature judgment, must recognize these two 
Conventions as among the most important 
moral forces of the age. Whatever may be 
our business prospects,—our wealth as a na- 
tion, and the excellence of our political insti- 
tutions, they are but as ‘“‘ wood, hay and stub- 
ble,” easily destroyed, unless, they rest upon 
that ‘‘ foundation that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 

It has been our privilege during the last 
twenty years, to attend a large number of reli- 








gious assemblies—both union and denomina- 
tional—but never before have we witnessed 
such perfect harmony, such unity of purpose, 
such grand, earnest, working power, sucha 
spirit of prayer, and such far-reaching and ju- 
dicious plans for personal, practical labor, in 
order to carry into effect the last great com- 


| mand of our crucified Redeemer, as was exhi- 


bited at the two Conventions, held respectively 
in Newark and Portland. SHAWMUT. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


(We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 








Oldham County, Ky.—A convention will be 
held August 14th, in the Pewee Valley Presby- 
terian church, to form a permanent Oldham 
County Sunday-school Association. A good 
programme is laid out, with a full proportion 
of Institute exercises. T. PR. Be 





Cape May, N. J.—Sunday, August Ist, was 
missionary day with the Cape Sabbath-school, 
at this place. The exercises were very inte- 
resting, and drew together acrowded audience. 
Stirring addresses were made by H. H. Shil- 
lingford, S. W. Reeves, Esq., and others. The 
school is in a flourishing condition, a specially 
favorable feature being the unusually large 
attendance of young people of both sexes, who 
seem to love the place and appreciate their 
privilege. The teachers and scholars are alive 
to the importance of the Sunday-school work, 
and the Lord has blessed them in the past by 
giving them the fruits of their labor, in send- 
ing forth earnest workers into other fields. A 
pleasanter place cannot be found by visitors to 
Cape May on the Sabbath than the Cape school. 
May its usefulness continue! J. M. H. 





A Delightful Sunday-School Reunion.—One 
of the most delightful meetings ever held in 
this section of New Jersey (Stanley, Morris 
county) took place on Sabbath afternoon, Au- 
gust 1. The occasion was to celebrate the se- 
cond anniversary of the Hillside Mission Sab- 
bath-school, and nearly a thousand souls were 
gathered in the beautiful grove on the “‘ Hill- 
side,’ where just two years ago thirty-eight 
children were collected by the present super- 
intendent, George Shepard Page. The Frank- 
lin Union Sunday-school, Willoughby Powell, 
superintendent, and the Presbyterian Sunday- 
school, D. N. Cooley, superintendent, of Sum- 
mit; the Presbyterian Sunday-school, Amos 
Potter, superintendent, and the Methodist Sun- 
day-school, J. Johnson, superintendent, of New 
Providence; the Presbyterian Sunday-school, 
H. P. Day, superintendent, and the Methodist 
Sunday-school, R. Smith, superintendent, of 
Chatham; and the Mount Vernon Sunday- 
school, John Gould, superintendent, of Stan- 
ley, were present, 

Upon the trees were hung beautiful texts 
and mottoes, among which were two that 
should adorn the walls of every Sunday-school 
in the land; the Rev. J. H. Vincent says the 
following is the best he has ever seen: 


“Do all the good you can; 

In all the ways you can; 

At all the times you can ; 

To all the people you can ; 

In all the places you can; 
And as long as ever you can.” 


The other reads: 
*T live for those that love me, 


For those who know me true, 
For the heaven that shines above me, 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


And waits my coming too; 
For the cause that needs assistance ; 
For the wrongs that lack resistance ; 
For the future in the distance, 

And the good that I can do.”’ 


The Hillside Mission Sabbath-school now 
numbers 142 scholars and eight teachers. The 
unusual number of 33 young men, between the 
ages of 15 and 30, are in one Bible-class, taught 
by an earnest, devoted young lady. Twenty 
of the number were brought in by one young 
man. There has been during the year one 
death, (poor Will Stewart, brakeman on the 
Morris and Essex railroad, who was crushed 
to death under the wheels of his freight train), 
and one conversion, (John Jay Cole, an Ame- 
rican, 18 years of age, in two years a railroad 
laborer, a mill operator, a thief, a State-prison 
convict, and, through the influence of the 
Sunday-school, a Christian.) 3,200 papers and 
tracts have been distributed. A Wednesday 
evening prayer-meeting has been sustained 
since last November, with an average atten- 
dance of 30. Twenty-nine literary and musi- 
cal entertainments, under the auspices of the 
Sunday-school, were held during the fall, win- 
ter, and spring. 

The interest of the occasion was increased by 
the presence of four clergymen and seventeen 
Sunday-school superintendents. Rev. Dr. Og- 
den, of the Chatham Presbyterian (Old School) 
church, who has just entered upon the forty-se- 
cond year of his pastorate, and who has three 
other schools connected with his church besides 
the Hillside Mission; Rev. L. C. Muller, but nine- 
teen years of age, late of Baltimore, studying 
atthe Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Ma- 
dison, and during vacation preaching earnestly 
and eloquently at the Chatham Methodist 
church ; the Rev. Mr. Randolph, of the Metho- 
dist church, Livingston, and the Rev. Mr. 
Moore, of the Presbyterian church, New Pro- 
vidence. Among the superintendents were the 
Hon. John Hill, one of the very few members 
of Congress who are active Sunday-school men, 
of the Presbyterian Sunday-school of Boonton; 
R. N. Cornish, Long Hill Sunday-school; A. 
M. Tredwell, Loantaka Sunday-school; Na- 
thaniel Niles, Episcopal Sunday-school, Madi- 
son; J. W. Harris, South Presbyterian church, 
Morristown; Rev. S. H. Tyng, Jr., New York ; 
F. W. Foote, Elizabeth ; J. W. Dunning, South 
Presbyterian church, Brooklyn; Mr. Davidson, 
Augusta, Ga. 

Exceedingly interesting addresses were 
inade by the Hon. John Hill, Rev. S. H. Tyng, 
Jr., Rev. L. C. Muller, Rev. Dr. Ogden, Messrs. 
J, Elliott Condict, Morristown; Willoughby 
Powell, John Gould, and A. M. Tredwell. 

A collection of over $100 was made, a notable 
part of which was a $10 gold coin, 

Eighty-seven vehicles aided in conveying a 
large portion of the audience to the grove. 

A union of the Sunday-schools of Milburn, 
Springfield, Summit, New Providence, Mil- 
lington, Passaic Valley, Stanley, Chatham, Ma- 
dison, Green Village, Hanover, Columbia, Li- 
vingston, and Cheapside has been effected 
under the name of the Passaic Sunday-School 
Union, The officers for the ensuing year are, 
George Shepard Page, of Stanley, President; 
W. ¥F. Hyatt, of Stanley, Vice President; F. 


W. Foote, Jr., of Madison, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

The plan of organization and purposes of the 
Union are of asimilar character to those of the 
New York, Brooklyn, Hoboken, Jersey City, 
and Paterson Sunday-School Unions. 

The first celebration is to be held September 
8th, in a magnificent grove on fhe summit of 
Long Hill, in Chatham. The exercises will 
consist of addresses and singing. A _ brass 


band wil be in attendance, and 2,000 children 
will be made happy. 


SHEPARD. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Sunday-School Banners.—We have re- 
cently made arrangements by which we are 
enabled to furnish a very attractive form of 
inexpensive banner for Sabbath-school pur- 
poses. The prices vary from $3 to $10, de- 
pending on the size desired, and the amount 
of work required on each one. For $7 we 
can give the name of the school at the top; 
an ornamental centre piece, consisting of 
an open Bible, or some other similar device, 
in the middle; and a short motto, such as 
the school may select, at the bottom. The 
size of a banner of this description would 
be 24 by 30 inches. Schools sending orders 
for us to fill will please accompany the 
order with a little sketch of the banner on 
paper, with name, device, and motto, and 
it will be at once put in hand. Time re- 
quired for completion, from five to ten days. 

Geist’s Adhesive Labels.—No other sim- 
ple arrangement for numbering library 
books has ever been made that has met with 
the favor and sale accorded to Geist’s pa- 
tented labels. They are printed in sheets 
of 300, being numbered from 1 to 300, 301 to 
600, 601 to 900, &e., &e., &e. The price is 30 


cents per sheet, for which amount we send | 


them by mail. 


ooo 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES,’’* 


BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 








CHAPTER XXVIII. 
A DEEPER SHADOW. 


ILLIE was carefully guarded from the 
danger of contagion, in the affliction that 
had now come to the Leslie family. From the 
first of Mabel’s sickness he was wholly sepa- 
rated from her, and all communication between 
him and the sick room was strictly forbidden. 
He could only relieve his affectionate anxiety 
and occupy his lonely hours by writing little 
notes of brotherly sympathy, sending them to 
Mabel by those who passed in and out of the 
darkened chamber. Very precious were these 
messages of love tothe fond sister, who misscd 
so much the daily companionship of the gentle 
brother, who had been the confidant of her 
most sacred thoughts andemotions. And very 
tenderly were they cherished in after years, as 
his parting thought of her, from the threshold 
of the promised land, where he unconsciously 
was standing. How strangely prophetic they 
seemed, as through blinding tears she pored 
over their childish characters, taking into her 
heart the sweet comfort the simple words con- 
veyed, 
The last of these mementos was handed to 
Mabel in the second week of her illness, by 


her nurse, as she came in from the supper 


room with her tea. It was folded between the 
leaves of a little book and read thus: 
“DARLING May :—Nurse says yon are doing 
nicely, and Tam so glad. I wonder if I shall 
really see you again! You know I have 





*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk's office 
of the District Court of the United Status for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvauia, 
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thought perhaps we should not meet again 
until we stood together by the beautiful river. 
I’m very lonely without you, but Jesus com- 
fortsme. Oh, I love him more and more, don’t 
you, May? I have been reading to-day his 
last words to his disciples, and about the New 
Jerusalem with its golden streets and gates of 
pearl; and it makes me want to go there and 
be with my dear Saviour. 

“T could write more, only my head aches 
and I can’t think very well. I send you my 
‘Words of Jesus’ to remember me by. Good 
night, darling sister! May Jesus stay ‘close 
beside you all the way.’ Here’s a kiss from 
your loving brother, WILLIE.”’ 

Dear, dear Willie! What mysterious im- 
pulse led him to write thus? Had he known 
surely it was his last communication with his 
loved sister, could he have given her a sweeter 
assurance of his own readiness to depart, or have 
been more tenderly comforting? Thus it is 
often with God’s children when they are near- 
ing the bounds of time. As ‘‘ coming events 
cast their shadows before,’”’ so the Father lets 
in upon the waiting soul glimpses of the 
coming glory, and words are uttered unawares 
which seem afterward singularly appropriate. 
The Good Shepherd was calling this gentle 
lamb to himself in tones which only his ear 
heard. ‘‘My sheep know my voice and they 
follow me.’”? Sweetly he obeyed the welcome 
call, and that night laid his weary, aching head 
upon his Shepherd’s loving bosom and slept. 

A wakeful, watchful night it was, in the 
No other eye slept, no 
one else rested. Bending,in painful anxiety 
above the bed of their youngest born, father 
and mother watched the fitful breathing of the 
pale sleeper, and hung upon the whispered 
words and changing expression of countenance 
of the skillful physician who, with his finger 
upon the pulse, noted minutely the varying 
symptoms of his young patient. But his grave 
and anxious manner gave the excited parents 
little hope, and as hour after hour passed away, 
with no encouraging change, Mrs. Leslie's 
strength gave way and she was carried fainting 
from the room. Mr. Leslie hung over his 
boy in an agony of suspense. Almost beside 
himself, he besought the doctor to save him. 

“‘He must live!’’ was his passionate excla- 
mation, as at intervals he paced the floor. 
“Doctor, you shall have all I possess, only 
save my boy’s life!’’ 

‘My dear sir,’”’ was the calm reply, “I trust 
you know I shall do all in my power to this 
end, without any such pledge; but Iam only 
afeeble instrument in the hand of a higher 
power. ‘To God belong the issues of life and 
death.’ ”’ 

Unconscious of his father’s anxiety, Willie 
slept on. He did not seem to suffer, but a 
heavy drowsiness weighed down his eyelids, 
and benumbed his senses. Now and then a 
smile passed over his face, and his eyes opened 
for a moment with a strange, wondering look, 
then closed wearily again. Mr. Leslie tried in 
vain to rouse him; over and over he called, 

“Willie, Willie, my boy! don’t you know 
papa? Won’t you speak to papa ?’’ 

But there was no response, no,sign of recog- 
nition. Thus the night passed away, and the 


morning dawned, bringing only a deeper dark- 


ness to the shadowed household. The death 
angel, with outspread wings, hovered close 
above it; and ere the winter's sun reached its 
meridian height, he bore away in his cold clasp 
the pet lamb of the flock, the child of greatest 
promise, to the far off, returnless land. 

Just before his departure from earthly scenes, 


TIMES. 


Willie opened his eyes and looked intelligently 
around him. He did not need the evidence of 
the tearful faces at his bedside to assure him of 
his condition ; his quickened spirit understood 
itall. With a rapturousexpression he pointed 
upward, then fixing his gaze full of love and 
pity upon the agonized countenance of his fa- 
ther, with a great effort, he whispered, 

“Don’t grieve, papa. I’m happy. 
Jesus, papa, love Jesus,”’ 

His palsied tongue refused to utter anything 
more, but the calm, heavenly joy radiant upon 
his face told plainer than words of the peace of 
his soul. Lovingly his eye rested upon one 
and another of the group bending above him, 
and drawing them down to him, one by one, 
he gave to each a tender good-bye kiss; then 
closed his eyes, and with a gentle sigh was 
gone. So quietly did the freed spirit wing its 
flight, the watchers knew not the moment of 
its release. Breathlessly they still hung over 
the motionless form, waiting for the dear eyes 
to give them one more loving glance; and not 
until the doctor led them gently away, with a 
look of sympathy not to be mistaken, did they 
comprehend the heart-crushing truth. 

Oh the heavy, starless night that fell upon the 
stricken parents in that sad moment! What 
to them was the noontide glory which flooded 
the outer world! .Not a ray rifted the cloud of 
their woe. The light of their eyes quenched, 
the joy of their life fled, how could they ever 
smile again! Thus every bereaved heart feels 
in the first moment of its crushing sorrow ; but 
how merciful is the Father’s provision for his 
suffering children! With the rod he sends 
also strength to bear it, and heavenly consola- 
tion to heal the wound and lure the soul to 
calm submission. 

Now it was Mabel’s time to prove the value 
of a Christian hope—the sustaining power of 
religion in the day of affliction. Very heavily 
did the blow fall upon her heart—more heavily, 
it seemed to her, than it could possibly fall 
upon her parents. Willie had been such a 
comfort and help to her since she commenced 
her Christian life, the thought that she should 
never more be cheered by his sweet com- 
panionship, was almost more than she could 
bear. If she could only have been with him 
in these last days; but it had been nearly two 
weeks since they had met face to face, and she 
did not even hear his farewell words or receive 
a parting kiss. A feeling of rebellion filled 
her heart at first, suggesting hard thoughts of 
God for thus taking away her darling brother 
so suddenly. 

But she was not long left to indulge such 
selfish, sinful murmuring ; the soothing influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit brooded over her, im- 
parting a better impulse of trustful resignation 
to her heavenly Father’s will. Mrs. Leslie 
was prostrated with excitement and grief, and 
Mabel knew she was her father’s only com- 
forter. Sick and bereaved as she was herself, 
when he laid his head on the pillow beside her, 
groaning in the intensity of his grief, she sum- 
moned all her strength to control her own sor- 
row, that she might soothe and comfort him. 
A feeble hope sprang up within her heart that 
perhaps this was the painful path by which God 
would lead her dear father to himself, and the 
thought gave her courage to speak to him as 
| she had never yet done of the loving, sympa- 

thizing Saviour, who was himself ‘‘a man of 
| sorrows and acquainted with grief.” Mr. Les- 
| lie listened to all she said in silence ; it was his 
| sweetest comfort to stay close beside her, to 
| hear her voice, and feel the loving touch of her 
‘hand upon his hot forehead, The father and 


Love 
































394. THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIM 


daughter had exchanged places; the feeble 
child was the stronger of the two, and it was 
plainly evident that she had a source of 
strength unknown to him. 

The doctor greatly feared the effect of such 
excitement and sorrow upon Mabel in her 
weak state, and was surprised to see her so 
calm and patient. She was not yet allowed to 
leave her room; but before dear Willie’s body 
was laid to rest in the peaceful shades of 
“Greenwood,” the elegant casket containing 
the precious remains was brought into her 
room, and she had the mournful pleasure of 
looking once more upon the face she loved so 
dearly, and imprinting a last kiss upon the 
marble brow of the beautiful dead. She hada 
visit, too, from Mr, Clayton, who had been 
sent for to conduct the funeral service, and 
very consoling was the sympathy and prayers 
of this Christian friend to the bereaved child. 
He was himself bereaved, and his intimate 
acquaintance with and love for their angel boy 
opened the hearts of the mourning parents to 
this messenger of God, so that his words of 
comfort mingled with tender invitations to ac- 
vept Willie’s Saviour and seek the same eter- 
nal home, were kindly and gratefully received. 

And now, 


“The mourners throng the streets, and from the 
steeple, 
The funeral bell tolls slow. 
But on the golden streets the holy pvople 
Are passing to and fro, 
And saying as they meet, ‘ Rejoice, another 
Long waited for is come; 
The Saviour’s heart is glad, a younger brother 
Hath reached the Father’s home!” 
——_--—-> 
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FAMILY BIBLE: WITH NOTES. 3 vols. New York: 
American Tract Society. This work has been before 
the Christian public long enough to have its merits 
tested, and they have been already warmly ac- 
knowledged. The attempt was in itself a most 
praiseworthy one—to give to the Christian masses 
a form of Bible with judicious and valuable notes, 
and instructions, that should combine the results of 
critical investigation, and assist the common reader 
to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in 
the inspired Word, and be at the same time so 
cheap as to be within the reach of all. The three- 
volume edition before us is handy for private read- 
ing and study, and is especially fitted for the use of 
Sunday-school teachers, while the large octavo 
edition, in one volume, is admirable for use around 
the family altar and for fireside instruction. Three 
fine maps add to its value, and each Book has its 
introduction, giving the design, spirit, and style of 
the inspired penman. The arrangement of the 
notes and typographical appearance are excellent. 
It is altogether a good idea, well executed. We 
wish that the Society could issue its large edition 
on thinner paper, and at even less cost, so that the 
masses could have a cheap Bible, with its notes ap- 
proved from all the denominational standpoints. 
Such an edition would help so to educate the peo- 
ple in the general design and scope of the Bible, 
and in the principles by which it is to be interpret- 
ed and judged, that would raise up strong barriers 
against the inroads of infidelity and atheism. Phi- 
ladelphia Agency: H. N. Thissell, 1408 Chestnut 
street. 

HAVEN’s RHETORIC: A Text-Book for Schools 
and Colleges and for Private Study. Pp. 381. By 
Rev. E. O. Haven, D.D., LL.D., late President of the 
University of Michigan. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. This work commends itself for its clear- 
ness, simplicity and directness—three primary ele- 
ments in any good text-book. It occupies itself 
with the straightforward statement of the science, 
without diverging into side dissertations and dis- 
cussicns on the numberless points that might be 
considered as necessary to the subject it treats. It 
presents, too, the practical resulis of a long experi- 
ence in the class-room, and might appropriately be 








called a residual deposit of the processes of active 
and long-continued observation and training in 
the art. Those who aspire to be good writers, or 
who would cultivate the art of expression by pen, 
or by voice, will find its suggestions very valuable. 
We do not accept all its rules, nor all its directions, 
still, we have no doubt that the work will at once 
become whatit deserves to be, a favorite standard 
text-book. 

SABBATH SONGS FOR CHILDREN’S WORSHIP. By 
Leonard Marshall, J. C. Proctor and Samuel Burn- 
ham. Boston: Lee & Shepard. A new book of 
hymns and tunes for Sabbath-schools, with sugges- 
tive exercises for Sunday-school concerts. We are 
pleased with it. It has been the aim of the authors 
to present only such hymns as will cultivate in the 
young true ideas of religious worship, and lead 
them into, and forward them in, the Christian life. 
They have,on the other hand, endeavored to ex- 
exclude weak sentiment and peurile poetry and 
tunes. So far as we can judge, both these aims have 
been successfuly accomplished. Some of the tunes 
are very beautiful, and there is an unusual propor- 
tion of original ones, composed expressly for the 
collection by the chief editor, Leonard Marshall. 
This feature will give the. book a distinctive cha- 
racter for freshnessand originality. A very few ofthe 
best things by other popular writers are included, 
and a number of familiar hymns, with the first 
line of the melody. The “Suggestive Concert Ex- 
ercises” are excellent, and only too few in number. 
The work is worthy of large popularity, 

TEDDY’s DREAM. Philadelphia: American Bap- 
tist Publication Society. Teddy, a frail orphan boy, 
falls into the hands of a cruel uncle, who makes a 
chimney-sweep of him. His hardships and illness 
raise up Sympathizing friends, to whom he carries 
a reward in the lessons of child-like faith and love 
he teaches. The story will touch most child-hearts, 
and do good. 

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF WONDERS. New York: 
Charles Scribner & Company. The volumes under 
this title are particularly attractive and useful for 
school and family libraries. They contain notices 
of all that is most wonderful in the various 
branches of modern science, with numerous illus- 
trative wood-cuts. The volumes are uniform in 
size and price. Three have now been issued, 
namely, ‘Thunder and Lightning,” ‘ Optics,” and 
“ Heat.” 

TRUST AND TRY. Boston: Henry Hoyt. <A collec- 
tion of excellent stories, well deserving a place in 
the Sunday-school library. 

A PARSER AND ANALYZER FOR BEGINNERS. By 
Francis A. March. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
An excellent introduction to the study of English 
grammar. 

URSULA’S GIRLHOOD. Philadelphia: American 
Baptist Publication Society. An English re-print, 
drawing a pretty portraiture of an ideal girl-cha- 
racter that is seldom realized. 

MANUAL of the ‘‘ House of Hope” Presbyterian 
Church, of Saint Paul, Minnesota. Containing, or- 
ganization, history, complete records of admission 
and dismission, articles of faith and covenant, offi- 
cers and members. A neat and complete manual. 
H. Knox Taylor, Clerk. The corner-stone of their 
new house of worship has just been laid. Among 
the journals deposited in itis The Sunday-School 
Times. 

THE LITTLE CORPORAL. August. Chicago: Alfred 
L. Sewell & Co. We believe that all the articles in 
this magazine are original; there is certainly an 
unusual quantity of good writing done for it. 
Every number has something beautiful, pleasing 
and instructive for the young. The July number 
began a new volume. It is a good time tosubscribe. 
$l a year, 

THE “CHICAGO TRIBUNE” BUILDING. A beauti- 
ful pictorial representation of the splendid new 
marble building, erected for the use of the Chicago 
Tribune, one of the leading dailies of the North- 
West. The beauty ofarchitecture, and magnificence 
of proportions at once strike the eye, It must be an 
additional ornament to the business section of the 
city. 

BIBLICAL REPERTORY AND PRINCETON REVIEW. 
July No. Contents: 1. St. John’s Gospel, its Genu- 
ineness; 2, Memoir of Rev, John Keble; 3. Christian 
work in Lower and Middle Egypt; 4. Parables of the 
King’om; 5. The General Assembly; 6. Proceedings 
of the Late Assemblies on Re-Union (by the Junior 
Editor); 7. Exposition and Defence of the Basis of 


ae 

Union, by Dr. Musgrave; 8 The New Basis of 
Union, (by the Senior Editor.) <A large part of the 
Revicw, it will be seen, is occupied, as was meet 
’ 


with the great question of Re-Union, Of the two 
Editors, Dr. Atwater comes out squarely for un 
Dr. Hodge enters a caveat, and intimates tat asa 
Presbyter he will vote against union, but he will 
cheerfully submit, and he counsels submission 
to the anticipated overwhelming inajority in its 
favor. New York: Charles Scribner & Company. $3, 

BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE. July. New York: 
Leonard Scott Re-publishing Company. Contents: 
1, A Yearand a Day; 2. Recollections of Byron: 
3. The Fijis; 4. Morris’s Poems; 5. New Theory of 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes; 6. A Story of Eulen- 
berg; 7. The Church Bill in the Lords, $4, 

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT of the Board of 
Missions of the United Brethren Chureh ; with pro. 
ceedings of the Annual Meeting. Dayton, Ohio: 
Rev. D. K. Flickinger, Secretary. 

STANDARD PHONOGRAPHIC VISITOR. New York: 
Andrew J. Graham, editor and publisher. Weekly, 
15 cents a number, $5 a year. 

PETERS'’S MUSICAL MONTHLY. August. New York; 
J. L. Peters & Co. Containing a great deal of musi- 
cal information, and several pages of new music, 
sheet size, in each number, $5 a year. 

THE MOTHERS JOURNAL, August. Chicago; 
J. N. Clarke. Edited by Mrs. Mary G. Clarke, and 
containing most excellent reading for the family 
circle, $2a year. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL SPEAKER, 
Compiled & arranged by Mrs. 0. AUGUSTA CHENEY, 


A want has long been felt for just such a collec. 
tion as this is, adapted tothe Festivals and Con- 
certs that do so much to create an enthusiasm and 
love for our Sabbath-Schools. This admirable col- 
lection aids immensely. Price 50 cts. 


LORING, Publisher, 


BOSTON, Mass, 


s@-—— LIBRARIANS" 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 





Unsolicited Opinion. 


RONDOUT, New York, July 8, 1869, 
Messrs. J. C. Garrigues & Co.: 

We have used your Check System Register 
in our Library during the past year, and fiud itall 
that can be desired: it is simple, complete and re- 
liable. We have usually lost a large number of 
valuable books every year, but since the adoption 
of this Register, a year ago, not asingle book has 
been lost. It has already paid for itself several 
times over. D. B. ABBEY, Superintendent. 


THE TEACHER’S CROWN, 


A beautiful little tract for Teachers that should 
be extensively circulated. Proper size for enclo- 
sure inaletter. Price 36centsadozen. Send two 
3 cent stamps for sample by mail. 

J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 











Per doz 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 9% 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 60 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 600, 
God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
Scholar, - - - - - - - - 36e. 
Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - - 36¢. 


4ay~ On reecipt of 25 cents, a full set, for exuminae 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 





PHILADELPHIA. 
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“An Admirable Work.” 


fire fjospel {reasury, 


EXPOSITORY HARMONY 


OF 


THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 
BY ROBERT MIMPRISS. 


This masterpiece of authorship is indeed a 
“Treasury” of Biblical Knowledge. We are confi- 
dent that no one can speak too highly of its intrin- 
sic merits. It surveys the entire ground occupied 
by the four Evangelists, and takes up each subject 
with a depth of research and minuteness of descrip- 
tion which makes the reader, as far as possible, 


master of the subject andits situation. We know | 


of no one who has carefully examined this work 
whotis not pleased with the comprehensiveness 
and clearness with which each subject is treated, 
and delighted with the arrangement and compari- 
son of each passage of Scripture as it is pre- 
sented for tlie consideration of the reader. No 
other book with which we are acquainted contains 
the amount of matter especially desirable for a stu- 
dent of the Bible to possess at so reasonable a price. 
Every Sabbath-school superintendent and teacher 
should possess a copy. We give afew of the notices 
it has received: 


From Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, D. D. 


The Treasury Harmony, prepared by Robert Mim- 
priss, I consider one of the most valuable helps toa 
Sunday-school teacher or student that I have ever 
seen. 


From I. Newton Baker, A. M. 


An industrious use of the ‘ Gospel Treasury” by 
teachers generally, would affect sensibly for good 
the standard of our Sabbath-school instruction. I 
have used the work in preparation for the class for 
nearly three years, and could not well do without 
it. It enables the teacher, by its means of ready re- 
ference, to place his hand’ at once upon that which 
he might perhaps find, but only by laboriously con- 
sulting large works. 


From Rev. Alfred Taylor. 


There are many persons who would be good 
teachers if they used this work, who, without it, go 
to their classes either entirely unprep pared, or only 
with a semblance of preparation. There’ are few 
books that so completely carry out the idea of stu- 
dying the Bible as a whole as this does. Mr. Mim- 
priss has shown a rem: irkable amount of patient 
and untiring industry in the qumptintion of this 


valuable aid to the study of the Sacred Word. 
Over 900 Pages; Price, $3.50. By Mail, $3.74, 
J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 ARCH STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE A ND BEAUTIFUL 


AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend 
ance foracertain time of children who have no! 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 

“Search the Scriptures: 
have Eternal Life.” 


for in them ye think yr 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
GILT, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


&@- Samples of either style sent post-paid for 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 


J.C.GARRIGUES &Co., 
GOS ARCH St., Philadelphia, 


SUNDAY: wo HOOL 


NEW REWARD CARDS. 


ARTISTICALLY DESIGNED— 
BEAUTIFULLLY PRINTED. 


We welcome this addition to our list of Sabbath- 
school cards, because they are such as cannot fail to 
awaken and instruct the young, for whom they are 
intended: 


A—Good Counsel Cards, 6 varieties, 35¢ 
| B—Sunday-School — No. 1. 6 varieties 35e 
| C—Tokens of Merit. = 25¢ 

D—Sunday-School pene Yo. 1. 10 varieties, 35c 

E—Sunday-School Rewards, No. 2. 10 " 35¢ 

F—Sunday-School Premiums, No.1. 10 “ 35¢ 

G—Bible Precepts, No. 1. 10 : 15¢ 

H—Bible Precepts, No. 2. 10 * 20¢ 

I—Illuminated Bible Texts, No. 1. 12 30¢ 

J—Illuminated Bible Texts, Ne. 2. 12 x 30¢ 
| K—Bible Selections, No.1, 12 * 25e 

L—Bible Selections, No, 2, 12 * 25e 

M—Life of St. Paul, colored. 12 MS 50c 

N—Life of St. Paul, plain, 12 y 25e 

O—Curious Bible Questions, No, 1. 12 bi 25¢ 
; P—Curious Bible Questions, No.2, 12 4 25e 

Q—Ten Commandments. 10 7 15¢ 

R—Ornamental Crosses, colored, 8 ae 50c 

S—Ornamental Crosses, plain. 8 ay 25e 

T—Maxim Rewards. 10 ; 15¢ 

U—Golden Maxims, 10 - 30c 





Any number of packages will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices given. In sending an order, 


| please give the initial letter printed at the left hand 





side of the title, to avoid all errors that might occur 
in undertaking to copy the names which appear on 
the outside of the envelopes in which they are put 
up. 
4a> Furnished in large or small quantities by 
J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
ot the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. Aftera choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





| PIANOS, MELODEONS AND ORGANS. 


Prices greatly reduced for cash. 


New 7-Octave 
Pianos of first-class makers for $275 and upward. 


New Cabinet Organs for $45 and upward. Second- 
hand instruments from $40 to $175. Monthly install- 
ments received and instruments for rent. Ware- 
rooms No, 481 Broadway, N.Y. HORACE WATERS. 


EXAMINE THIS 


CHEAP HYMN-&OOK. 


A FEW NOTES,” 

Is the title of a small collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $,per hundred; 40 cents per dozen, At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Teacher’s Library. 


= SABBATH- a INDEX. 
y R. G. Pardee, A. - = $1.2 


Pi locbartnhns ans onto SCHOOL MANUAL. 5c 


LIFE ACES ES FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS. 
By Rev. George Jones,M. A. - 


CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 





By Rev. H.C.Trumbull, - - - - 1.60 
OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

By Dr. Wm. Smith, - - - 2.00 
SHORT STUDIES FOR i hobo Dek 

TEACHERS. By Rev. C. 8, Robinson, D. D. 1.50 
sta ap me LS OF a BIBLE. 

y Dr. Wm. Smith - - - 3.50 
oe GOSPEL TREASURY, and Expository 

Harmony of the Four "Evangel sts. By 

Robert Mimpriss. - —- - 3.50 
MY BIBLE CLASS. - - - - -° - 50e 
= SCENES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

By Rev. George Jones, M. A. 
LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL. 

By Conybeare & Howson. - 3.00 
in“ TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

y Dr. Wm. Smith, ary!) Ae l 2.00 
THE TE! ~) ats GUIDE TO PALESTINE. 

By Prof, H. 8. Osborn. 65e 
STORIES FROM LIFE, which the Chaplain 

told. eae a oe a ee 1,25 
SEQUEL TO STORIES FROM LIFE, - 1,25 
THE GREAT PILOT. By Rev. Dr. Newton. 1.25 
ILLES eT GATHERINGS. (First Se- 

ries.) Facts, Figures, Quotations and An- 

ecdotes. - 1.75 
onan gy’ 38 GATHERINGS. _ (Second 

Series.) Facts, &e., adapted to Religious 

Instruction. - 1.75 
BIBLE BLESSINGS. By Rev. R. Newton. 1,25 
THOUGHTS ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 

By John 8S. Hart, LL.D. - 85¢ 
CHRISTIANITY FROM GOD. 

By Alvan Tobey. - - 1.25 
THE JEWISH TABERNACLE. 

By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. - - 1.75 
STAR OUT OF JACOB. By the Misses Warner. 1.50 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL. By the Misses Warner. 1.50 
WALKS FROM EDEN. By the Misses Warner. 1.50 
BEST THINGS. By Rev. Richard Newton. 1,25 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS. 

By Rev. Alfred Taylor. - - 1,25 
A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 

By Rey. Charles E. Knox. -— - - . 1.50 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL HAND- BOOK. 

By Rev. Erwin House. - - 1,25 
BIBLE JEWELS. 

By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. - + 1.25 
THE SABBATH- SCHOOL TEACHER. 

By Rev. Dr. Todd. - 1.50 
CONDENSED CONCORDANCE. 

By Alexander Crudeh, M.A. - - - 1.50 

| THE SAFE COMPASS. By Rev. R. Newton. 1.25 
| THE GOOD TEACHER. By T.S. Henderson. 90c 
RILLS FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE. 
By Dr. Newton. - 1,25 
LITTLE CROWNS, and How to Win Them. 

By Rev. Joseph "A. Collier. - = - 90c 
FRIENDLY WORDS, with + paid Pilgrims. 

By James William Kimball - 2.00: 
GRAPES FROM THE GREAT VINE, 

By Rev. Wm. P. Breed. - - - 80c 
CHRISTIAN SELF- CULTURE. 

By Leonard Bacon, - - 80c 
THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER IN SUNDAY- 

SCHOOLS. By Rev. Dr. Steel.- - 1,25. 
HISTORICAL TEXT-BOOK AND BIBLE 
ATLAS. Ry Rev. Lyman Coleman,D.D. 2.00 





Besides the foregoing, a large variety of all re- 
quisites needed in the establishing and conducting; 
of Sunday-schools may always be had of 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


see- EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders, It willlast from year. toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20, 





Rev. A. B. Morse. 
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Graded Guestion- Hooks. 





The following Graduated Text-Books are intend- 
ed to be used by the different classes in any Sab- 
bath-school. They have been carefully prepared, 
with a view of meeting the varied capacities of the 
different scholars; so that a uniform lesson may be 
used for the entire school: 


GREAT DUTIES 


TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Children. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


GREAT TRUTHS 


OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Juvenile Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


HEROES OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Infant Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Children. 
THIRD SERIES—For Youth. 
FOURTH SERIES—For Adults. 


CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 


Volume I.—For Little Children. 
Volume II.—For Youth. 
Volume III.—For Adults. 











Price, $15 per 100 Copies. 
By mail, $2.08 per Dozen Copies. 
Sample copy for examination, 19 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 





opiate for Anniversaries. 


‘““ OUTSIDE THE GATE.” 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


“THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS,” 


BY MRS. MARY BAYARD CLARKE, 





These are two of the most beautiful of modern 
hymns; the sentiment being pure and good, just 
such as should be welcomed in every Sunday- 
school. We are confident they will both prove 
generally acceptable, 


100 Sheets with the Music, - - - - - $1.00 


Samples sent on receipt of a stamp for postage, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


TOKEN FOR 1 TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by 
R. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints for the Sunday- school teacher, It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, tle Chureh and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard, It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many Superinte ndents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute itin their schools, Pack: ges 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 








DR. SMITH’S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


FOR 


Sabbath-Schools. 





While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
is intended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very fine 
steel engravings. 

Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 

J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





“BRIGHT JEWELS.” 
NewSunday-School Musicnever before Published 


95,000 Copies Already Sold. 


Send 25 Cents for a Specimen Copy 


Published by BIGLOW & MAIN, New York, 
(Successors to Wo. B. BRADBURY.) 
Publishers of GOLDEN CHAIN, SHOWER, CENSER, 
Fant — LAURELS, CLARIONA, PRAISES OF 

ESUS, 





NEW AND VERY BEAUTIFUL 
Scripture Mottoes, 


PAINTED ON GLASS. 


The most attractive and durable form of motto- 
card for the walls of the school-room ever yet manu- 
factured. We believe them to be unsurpassed, be- 
cause they will not soil with exposure or age, being 
painted in gilt and oil colors, directly on the glass. 
Each card is substantially framed in black walnut, 
with a gilt bead border, 


Sizes and Prices. 





STAND UP FOR JESUS. 12by 15 inches, $3.50 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD. - + 3.00 
TRUST IN THE LORD. . " 3.00 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 7 by 16 inches 2.00 
OBEY YOUR PARENTS. “ “ 2.00 
GOD IS LOVE. Ag 2.00 
NO CROSS NO CROWN. “= ‘. 2.00 


These goods can be sent safely by express, but not 
by mail. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


BEAUTIFUL AND POPULAR 
HYMNS and MUSIC. 


The Other Side. 
Our Song of Triumph. 
The Mount of Blessing. 
When We Get Home. 
Any Room for Jesus. 
Over There. 
And aS many more, in the littlegbook entitled 


“A Few NOTES.” Price, only $3 per 100 copies. 
By mail, 40 cents a dozen. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


HORT STUDIES 


For Sunday-School Teachers. 


BY REV. C. S. ROBINSON, D. D, 


ced 
‘Se 





Sunday-school teachers have in this volumea gol- 
lection of jewels. Some of the richest and freshest 
thoyghts in the whole range of the Sunday-school 
are-here embalmed in beautiful, terse, sometimes 
odd, and always original and strong expression, 
The work abounds in short, pithy, sententious illus. 
tration, and has nothing hackneyed in it. It is emi- 
nently suggestive, stimulating and refreshing, and 
will be a treasure to teachers, superintendents, 
talkers, and workers in the cause, 


Price, $1.50; by Mail, $1.66. 
J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, 


ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS, 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize that an annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cents a week, 
We will send the paper FOUR MONTHS on trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted with so smallan outlay of money, 
Publishers of 


THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL TIMES, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 











Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

2Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid atthe post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

4ll letters relating to the business management 
of The Times} or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 





PHILADELPHIA, PA. 














Ss 


